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working in the publishing business since 1979—first as an 
editor at W.W. Norton where she published DEAR 

AMERICA: Letters Home From Vietnam, which became an 

Emmy award-winning documentary, then as a senior editor at  

Poseidon, formerly a division of Simon & Schuster, where 
she published and edited Mary Gaitskill and Ursula Hegi. She 

is a recipient of the Tony Godwin Award, given to an 

outstanding American editor under 35 who is then sent to 
England to learn about British publishing. She was also 

selected to be among the first group of editorial fellows from 

the United States to attend the Jerusalem Book Fair. She was 
a founding partner of Management, Inc., then formed her own 

firm in 2006. She specializes in adult and young adult literary 

and commercial fiction, narrative nonfiction, American and 

European history, literary journalism, nature and travel 
writing, memoir, and biography. A graduate of Hampshire 

College in Amherst, Massachusetts, she is a member of PEN 

and the AAR (Association of Author’s Representatives). 
 

As a Literary Agent with Sullivan Maxx Literary 

Agency, Jeanie Pantelakis has nearly eighty clients. 

Her forte is mystery, 

romance, thrillers, historical/

military/southern fiction, 

and she is interested in all 

quality fiction/nonfiction. 

Her passion is to see her 

clients succeed.  

  “There is nothing more 

rewarding than to hold one 

of my client’s books and 

know I helped bring it to 

fruition. I am so blessed and privileged to be able to 

work with some of the most talented writers in the 

world.” 
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The Business of Writing, — Social Media 

Opportunities and Pitfalls, — Self-Publishing: 

The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly, 
  

     Lela Davidson has built a writing career on 

everyday humor and candid observations. Lela is an 

e s s a y i s t  ( B l a c k l i s t e d  f r o m  t h e  P T A , 

2011), a journalist (the TODAY 

Show Moms blog), and a 
c o l u m n i s t  f o r  B r o o k e 

Burke’s Modern Mom. An 

entertaining, professional 

speaker, she will delight the 

audience on topics of modern 

family life, marriage, and the 

challenges of being over-40 in 

a Botox world. Lela appears 

regularly on television and 

serves as Associate Editor 

of Peekaboo magazine. Her humorous, inspirational 

essays have appeared in family and parenting magazines 
throughout North America, and in Chicken Soup for the 

Soul: New Moms. 
 

Two Agents at the 

May Meeting, Doing 

One-on-One 

Interviews with 

OWL Members, by 

Appointment Only 
 

   Kathleen Anderson 
is an award-winning editor 
and agent who has been  

T HE WL’S HOOT 

 Editor’s note. Check page 7 for info about the May auction, you don’t want to miss getting your name on the 
box-lunch reservation list, email jymorrill@gmail.com. Menu is listed on page 4. May meetings are so much fun, 

having lunch all-together, visiting, then the excitement of price wars during auction bids. To make appointments 

with an agent, sessions will be 7-10 minutes, email Jan Morrill, (jymorrill@gmail.com). Appointments can be 

made only during this time period, April 1– April 31. Be sure and put OWL Pitches in subject line. ~Jeanie                                                                                                                                     
                                                                     “Nothing will come of nothing. Dare mighty things.” ~ Shakespeare  

http://webmail-classic.windstream.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.amazon.com%252FBlacklisted-PTA-Lela-Davidson%252Fdp%252F1936214431%252Fref%253Dsr_1_1%253Fs%253Dbooks%2526ie%253DUTF8%2526qid%253D1313980657%2526sr%253D1-1&hmac=c2c0041e0b6a7916e5ff9
http://webmail-classic.windstream.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fmoms.today.com%252F&hmac=393159170a4c0ae31a37ca5867e8bbf8
http://webmail-classic.windstream.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fmoms.today.com%252F&hmac=393159170a4c0ae31a37ca5867e8bbf8
http://webmail-classic.windstream.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.modernmom.com%252F&hmac=449bef627af8aace2e0da193ef275b76
http://webmail-classic.windstream.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.peekaboonwa.com%252F&hmac=daf468d242502264b827d0d86f0b2ea6
http://webmail-classic.windstream.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.amazon.com%252FChicken-Soup-Soul-Inspirational-Stories%252Fdp%252F193509663X%252Fref%253Dsr_1_2%253Fie%253DUTF8%2526qid%253D1313980581%2526sr%253D8-2&hmac=b1ac1a93bf38b1663c4e3233a74
http://webmail-classic.windstream.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.amazon.com%252FChicken-Soup-Soul-Inspirational-Stories%252Fdp%252F193509663X%252Fref%253Dsr_1_2%253Fie%253DUTF8%2526qid%253D1313980581%2526sr%253D8-2&hmac=b1ac1a93bf38b1663c4e3233a74
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     This message from the 

President needs to include the 

tragic story about the tornado 

that tore though Branson in late 

February.  It was lucky that 

despite all the damage up and 

down the main route highway 

76 that more people were not 

hurt or killed. But the losses 

were not all covered by 

insurance I am certain. We hope 

the individuals are being helped enough so they can 

resume their lives. Keep them in your prayers. 

     Part two, the board has made some changes in the 

Friday night readings at Box Car Willies Motel.  You 

must inform Jan Morill, preferred by email that you 

wish to read  there.  Her email is jymorrill@gmail.com  

Twelve people will be allowed to read each time we 

meet there and two alternates who if unable to read will 

be on the next meeting list. When she gets the dozen, 

she will not accept any more names. The reason for 

this was discussed and the board agreed we needed to 

cut the list so people had more time to network that 

evening with others. Also from the time that you say 

the first word you will have five minutes, so be sure to 

rehearse so that rule does not embarrass you.   

     There is a writer’s conference up at the Old English 

Inn prior to the May meeting and this letter contains 

the information about it. Last year this conference was 

a very informative gathering. 

     Bring something nice you don’t need and bid on 

things—we will have a great auction. OWL is a great 

place not only to hear from leaders in the business but 

networking with people there opens many doors.                

                                                     Dusty Richards 
  

 

Writing in the Ozarks: Writers Conference 

at Ye Olde English Inn. 
 

       There will be a three day writer’s conference, May 

17-19, at Ye Olde English Inn, downtown Hollister, 

MO, by pre-registration only. For more information 

contact Fred Pfister at frpfister@suddenlink.net.   

 

 

     This conference is in conjunction with the Ozarks 

Writers League meeting on May 19th. Those attending                                                                                                                   

the Hollister conference and the speakers are welcome 

to attend the one day OWL meeting in the Plaster 

Auditorium at the College of the Ozarks, at no cost as a 

one-time guest of OWL. However, they must become 

a paid member if they want to make an appointment to 

pitch something they’ve written to either of the agents 

who will be there that day, and they must pay for their 

box-lunches in order to eat on the patio during the 

annual auction.   

    

 

        

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

           

       FRED PFISTER and NANCY BEVERAGE in 

a serious conversation about writing at the February 

19th OWL meeting. 

        

 

        A note of thanks received from Jory Sherman: 

“I was overwhelmed by the generosity and kindness of 

OWL members who put money and checks into Dusty 

Richard’s hat on my behalf, to have two trees cut 

down that were both dead and leaning precariously to 

fall and would have smashed my office, another aimed 

at my art studio. The drought here in Texas has killed 

millions of trees, I’ve learned. My thanks go to each 

and every one of you from the bottom of my heart. 

Those trees in my yard are now gone, except for their 

stumps, and I can once more walk outside without fear 

of being struck down again. Thank you, all of you.”   
 

 

President’s Page 
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Owl News 

Catch a Writers 

Conference! 

April - 2nd weekend: 
Missouri Writers Guild 

in Various locations 

May - 1st weekend 
Oklahoma Writers 

Federation, Inc. OK City 
 

May 17-19, Writing in   

the Ozarks: Writers 

Conference at Ye Old 

English Inn, Hollister, MO 

May 22-June 19, Power 

of the Pen: Veterans 
Write, by-weekly, 5:30-

7:30 p.m. Fayetteville 

AR Public Library, Ann 

Henry Board Room..   

June - 1st weekend 
Arkansas Writers 
Conference, Little Rock 

July - 2nd Saturday 

Ozark Romance 
Authors, Springfield 

August - Ozark 

Adventures Writing 
Workshop, Hollister, 

MO  

Sept. - 1st Saturday 
White County Writers, 

Harding University 

Oct. - 2nd weekend 
Ozark Creative Writers, 

Eureka Springs, AR  

March - One-day NWA 
Writers Workshop, Free 

Fayetteville, AR 

Feb., May, Aug., Nov. - 

3rd Saturday Ozarks 

Writers League, Branson 

 

PROGRAM AGENDA  

May 19, 2012 

8:30—Registration 

9:00—Announcements/Door prize. 

9:15 —Agent Panel Discussion        

10:00 —Break 

10:15—Lela Davidson speaking, agents begin 

pitch schedule     

11:00—Lunch on the patio   

12:00—Auction 

1:00—Announcements/Door prizes   

1:15—Lela Davidson speaking, agents 

continue pitch schedule         

2:00—Break 

2:15-3:00—Lela Davidson speaking, agents 

continue pitch schedule        

3:15—Board meeting 

CONTESTS FOR 2012 
 

     Contest chair for 2012 , Pamela Jones, 226 Wedgeview Dr., Farmington, 

AR, 72730. (pamalajones@gmail.com) She is working on clarifying the contest 

rules, which will go up on www.ozarkswritersleague.org  as soon as they’re 

ready. The complete guidelines will only be available on the website.  

     Deadline for the OWL Writing contest is September 1st, 2012. There are 14  

categories: # 1, Gene Andereck Short Story- # 2, Flash Fiction- # 3, Mystery/

Suspense Short Story- # 4, Paranormal Short Story- # 5, Western Short Story 

(or three chapters and synopsis of western novel)- # 6, Short Story, (any genre)-  

# 7, Young Adult Short Story or Book- # 8, Unpublished Book, (first three 

chapters and synopsis, limit 50 pages)- # 9, Dan Saults, Personal Essay- # 10, 

Poetry, (any form, limit 26 lines)- # 11, Non-Fiction Article- # 12, Six-word 

Memoir- # 13, Creative Non-Fiction or Memoir Short story- # 14, Best book of 

the Year (any genre, must have been published in the year 2011, no electronic 

books). Presidents Award, best of the best, overall winner in all categories. 

Winners will be announced at the November 17th Awards Banquet.     

Entries for Echoes of The Ozarks Anthology deadline is September 1, 2012. 

Send entries to Lou Turner, louturn@aol.com, or mail them to Lou Turner at 

2731 Cumberland Landing, St. Charles, MO 63303, must have Echoes 

Submission in subject line.   

Short Story Creative Fiction Writing Workshop at the Fayetteville, AR 

Library, free and open to the public, runs March 27-May 1, six week writing 

course, Tuesday evenings, 5:30-7:30 p.m. (Contact Library’s Reference 

Department at 479.856.7250).  

FROM THE WEBMASTER  
 

Attention OWL members: If 

you’d like to personalize your 

profile on the Member’s page on 

the website, I need a photo and the 

text of what you’d 

like displayed. For 

t h o s e  w h o 

don’t  have a 

digital pic, send me 

a photo with an 

SASE and I will 

digitize the photo 

and  send  it 

back. My address is Richard Howk, 

2401 Beth Lane, Bentonville, AR 

72712.                                       

richard@richardhowk.com 
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This n’ That  
CALLING ALL MEMBERS 

 Membership dues for the year 2012 is $25.00, if 

paid after the February meeting. Membership forms 

ca n  b e f o u n d o n  t h e W eb  S i t e , 
www.ozarkswritersleague. Org. To save time at the 

registration desk, mail your dues to the treasurer, 

Brenda Black, at 10515 N. Black Nursery Rd., Prairie 

Grove, AR 72753.   
May 18, Friday Dinner/Open-mic gathering, 5:30 

p.m. in the conference room at the Boxcar Willie Inn 

the night before the Saturday 19 OWL meeting. 
Contact Jan Morrill, jymorrill@gmail.com, to make 

reservations, deadline May 1, 2012. If you’re not 

eating dinner, but only participating in open-mic, be 

sure to let Jan know that you’re only signing up for 
read-a-round. Reservations for both dinner and open-

mic are required. To save time at registration desk, 

mail check for $9.00 per person for dinner to 
treasurer Brenda Black at 10515 N. Black Nursery 

Rd., Prairie Grove, AR 72753. Time for reading is 

limited to first 12 people who sign up. Reading time 
is strictly limited to five minutes, that five minutes 

includes introductory and closing remarks. Rehearse 

beforehand, timing yourself. Writing takes time and 

preparation, reading writing also takes preparation. 
Please show respect for the person who will read after 

you, and do not go overtime. 

MENU for May’s box-lunch on the patio 

during the auction, please choose ONE when 

making reservations: Roast Beef & Cheddar on 

Croissant or Chicken Salad on Croissant or 

Vegetarian Wrap—(by request only). Boxes will 

contain a sandwich, fruit cup, wrapped cookie, 

and a cup of potato salad. Bulk coffee, tea, and 

water will be provided. Deadline for reserving 

lunches, Friday May 11, but please don’t wait 

until the last minute, because our lunch 

chairperson is working extra hard to make this a 

successful and enjoyable day. Members helping 

to get things done in a timely manner will be 

greatly appreciated. Email Jan Morrill at 

jymorrill@gmail.com and if you do not receive an 

email confirmation within a few days, email 

again. Please bring your printed confirmation 

with you, as this is verification of how many box

-lunches you’ve reserved. Cost per lunch is 

$7.00, to be paid Saturday morning when 

registering for meeting.           

MEETING INFORMATION 

Motel Accommodations 

Boxcar Willie Inn, 360 Schaefer Dr., Branson, MO, offers a 

rate of $45.00 plus tax for two. Continual breakfast.  Identify 
yourself as an OWL member when making reservations. 

Phone 417-337-7070. Check the Boxcar Willie website for 

directions.  

OWL Meeting Place 

Ozarks Writers League meets in the Plaster Auditorium at the 
College of the Ozarks. Through the entrance, follow 

Opportunity Ave. to Plaster Auditorium, the 3rd major 

building on the right. Registration starts at 8:30 a.m. Cell 

Phone Courtesy As a courtesy to our speakers, turn off cell 

phones, or set on vibrate during the meeting. Please no 

conversations in the meeting room. Use the lobby. 

 

RESERVATIONS FOR AGENTS PITCHES WILL 

BE TAKEN ONLY APRIL 1– April 31 — SESSIONS   

7-10 MINUTES EACH, DEPENDING ON NUMBER 

OF REQUESTS. EMAIL jymorrill@gmail.com. PUT 

OWL PITCHES IN SUBJECT LINE.  

2012 OWL President:  Dusty Richards 
dustyrichards@cox.net (479) 751-7246  

P.O. Box 6460, Springdale, AR 72766 

Vice-President: Jan Morrill 
jymorrill@gmail.com                   (918) 409-7570  

Treasurer:      Brenda Black 

10515 N. Black Nursery Rd., Prairie Grove, AR 72753 

(479) 846-3440                bblackwriter@gmail.com 

Secretary: Ellen Withers 

lnwithers@yahoo.com (501) 329-7477 

Past President: Delois McGrew 

Past Vice-President: Jan Morrill  

Past Treasurer: Brenda Brinkley 

Past Secretary:  Ellen Withers 

Directors: Fred Pfister, Bob McGill, Harold Pelton, Patti 
Stith, Ruth Weeks. 

Committee Chairs:          Membership – Fred Pfister; 

Historian – Ruth Weeks; Contest Chair– Pamela 

Jones;    Website – Richard Howk  Publicity Chair – 

Lori Stone: Photo/Arts Chair – Lonnie Whitaker 

Newsletter – Jeanie Horn; jeanhorn@windstream.net 

or jeanie71@hotmail.com 
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       Board News                     Skill Corner   

OZARKS WRITERS LEAGUE 
Minutes of Board Meeting  

18 February 2012 
Courtesy of Historian: Ruth Weeks, acting for 

Secretary Ellen Withers. 
 

Meeting called to order by President Dusty Richards at 

3:35 p.m.  
 

Board Members present: Dusty Richards, Fred 
Pfister, Brenda Brinkley, Jan Morrill, Ruth Weeks, 

Patty Stith, Pamela Foster Jones, Brenda Black. 

Members absent, Harold Pelton, Ellen withers. Also 
present, newsletter editor; Jeanie Horn 
 

President’s Report: Dusty Richards called for a 

discussion on the low attendance on Friday night’s 

gathering and read-a-round, that perhaps one reason 
for the low attendance could be because the readings 

are too lengthy. It was decided that only the first 

twelve members to sign up, based on their order of 
contacting Jan Morrill, would read, with two alternates 

picked if all twelve of those didn’t make the gathering. 

The five minute reading rule will be enforced.      
 

Treasurer’s Report: Jan Morrill made a motion, Patty 
Stith seconded the motion, to accept treasure’s report 

as written: January 2012 ending balance, $ 5,284.02, 

plus change fund of $100.00. Vote passed 

unanimously. Board vote passed to approve use of 
Quicken by Treasurer Brenda Black and to discontinue 

paper membership cards, instead sending receipts and 

membership cards by email.      
 

New Business: Speakers Kathleen Anderson, Jeanie 
Pantelakis and Lela Davidson, for the May meeting, 

were confirmed. August speakers will be Kristen Lamb 

and Linda Apple, speech subjects pending. Contest 
Chair, Pamela Foster Jones, reported that this years 

contests will go online as soon as she has confirmed 

with all sponsors for the contests. 
  

Old Business: OWL will continue sponsoring the 
scholarship for the College of the Ozarks, the amount, 

$300.00. Children’s Writing Contest sponsored in the 

past by OWL, for Ambassadors of Children, will not 
be held this year, due to Ambassadors of Children not 

being able to handle additional work load of the 

contest. Board agreed for Jan Morrill to tell 

Ambassadors that OWL will contact them again in 
2013, to see if they wish to continue that year.         
 

Board meeting adjourned at 4:25 p.m. 

 

For those OWL members who didn't make it to the 

February meeting, here are some highlights from the  

presentation by Dan Case. 
 

How to Self-Publish Your Novel on the Kindle, 

Nook, and iPad (and Make More Money than Being 

Published by New York) 
 

1.     First of all, have a good book, the best product 

possible, when preparing your e-book to sell. 

Critique, proofread, edit and copy edit; have the piece 

read several times, from different sources. 

2.     Have dynamic first 3-4 chapters. 95 percent of my 

books are sold through Amazon, they offer free 

sample chapters. A reader has to be captured by those 

first sample chapters. 

3.   Titles are very important. Many places where books 

are  listed, there are only titles. Therefore your title 

must grab the reading audience and give a selling 

idea what the book is about. 

4.    As with the title, the cover is also a visible selling 

product. Make sure the title is still going to be visible 

even when the book cover has been condensed to 

thumbnail size. 

5.    Amazon listings do not put limits on descriptions, 

and you can add book reviews and other marketing 

concepts. The description also determines what 

category your book is placed in. 

6.    With e-books, pricing guidelines 

must be fair. Example - $2.99-3.99 

for full novels-$0.99 for short 

stories/novellas. Non-fiction can be 

priced a bit higher. By staying in a 

price range, authors can expect to 

get a 70% payout from Amazon. 

7.    Formula for marketing on the 

Internet: Create a dynamic Landing 

Page that shows your book. Then target traffic to 

your Landing Page; a page on your website that tells 

enough about your book to get the readers to go and 

buy your book. Someplace in your URL, establish a 

link that people can click on and go directly to your 

Landing Page. Social networking offers locations for 

finding a target audience: (Ex.) Twitter; Facebook; 

Pinterest; Google Blog Search.     
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PHOTOGRAPHY/ARTS SHOW 

 

       The Cliff Edom Photography/Arts Show Contest 

had 85 entries. Following is the list of winners. 
 

       1st place in Art: PAT CLOTHIER, 2nd place 

in Art: PAT CLOTHIER, 3rd place in Art: 

COLLEEN TUCKER.  

       1st place in Photography: BRENDA 

BRINKLEY, 2nd place in Photography: CHERIE 

NEAL, 3rd place in Photography: PATTY STITH.  

       1st place in Alternative Art: P.J. BEESE, 2nd 

place in Alternative Art: GRANT COLLIER, 3rd 

place in Alternative Art: BRENDA BRINKLEY.  

       BEST OF SHOW: P.J. BEESE, who received 

the Nifty Crystal Trophy Award.  

MARGARET K. GATES: SHORT STORY: Bad 

Austen Anthology (10/11). 

CAROLYN BOYLES: NON-FICTION BOOK: 

Searcy, Arcadia Publishing Company (10/12) [with 

Patsy Pipkin] 

C. ALLEN BUTKUS: Arkansas State Fair, 

PROSE: Best of Show, POETRY: Best of Show 

(2011) 

 

   

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          LIN WATERHOUSE 

published this non-fiction 

book with The History Press. 

She also sold two novels to 

Mitchell-Morris Publishing. The first will come out 

summer of 2012 and the second in Spring of 2013. 

 

 

MARY NIDA SMITH published her poetry and  

Ozark sunrises book (2011). 

 

COLLEEN TUCKER: KINDLE-AMAZON 

BOOK, 17 SHORT STORIES; This and That: Fact 

and Fiction (3/12).  

 

L-R, RUTH WEEKS, PAMELA JONES, JAN 

MORRILL, PATTY STITH & LINDA APPLE.     

Dressed in costume, they presented their writers 

program, The Traveling Pen, at the Northwest 

Arkansas Fiction Writers Conference on March 10th 

in Fayetteville, Arkansas.    

 

       Deadline is July 1st  to send Kudos for the 

August 2012 newsletter, email news and any 

relevant photos to jeanhorn@windstream.net.  

Kudos to OWL Members!       
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2012 OWL CALENDAR 

Quarterly (Saturday) Meetings 

May 19, August 18, November 17  
 

Anthology (Short stories, essays, poems) 

Deadline September 1, 2012 
 

All other contests: Deadline Sept. 1, 2012 
 

See website for guidelines for all contests. Send 

all entries to Ozarks Writers League, c/o Pamela 

Jones, 226 Wedgeview Drive, Farmington, AR 

72730, except for the Anthology entries, which 

go to Lou Turner at louturn@aol.com (For 

Echoes of the Ozarks, you must have Echoes 

Submission in subject line.) 

REMINDER    

 Remember donations are needed for the 

annual action at our May meeting. We need 

good/like-new items for our auctioneer, 

Dusty Richards, to sell. Proceeds help sup-

port OWL activities for the year, including 

paying for the best programs possible. The 

auctions success depends on you.  

    Those who plan to eat lunch on the patio 

during the action, you must get your reser-

vations in before May 11, send an email to 

jymorrill@gmail.com. You do not have to 

pay ahead of time, but can pay on the day 

of the meeting. However, your name must 

be on the reservation list by the deadline, in 

order for the person responsible to order 

the correct number of lunches catered by 

the college. If you’re bringing a guest, you 

need to make a lunch reservation for that 

person also. An email will be sent out this 

year advising everyone if they haven’t re-

ceived a response, they should double-check 

and bring their printed email confirmation 

with them. Mailing your check for $ 7.00 

ahead of time to (Brenda Black, 10515 N. 

Black Nursery Rd., Prairie Grove, AR 

72753), would help speed up things at the 

morning registration desk.  

      

       Years ago, Dusty Richards sat on the porch of the 

cabin a few miles from Payson, Arizona where Zane 

Gray wrote stories in long-hand and filled pages in legal 

tablets. He swore to Gray’s ghost that one day he’d 

have books of his own on the shelves.  

   Dusty standing outside the Gray 

cabin. These are titles of his latest 
novels, bringing the number to 45 

books. Numerous short stories 

and articles carry his name as the 

author. He has also written two 
non-fiction books and 85 books 

for hire.  

       “I always wanted to be a 

cowboy,” Dusty said. “And if I 

couldn’t be one, then I’d write 

     about them.”     
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The Writer’s Life 
 

When did you decide to be a writer, and why? It just seems that I always liked to write, even when I was 

learning how to print my name before starting school when we lived on a farm. Dad would use his penknife to 

sharpen my stub of a pencil down to a little nubbin so nothing was ever wasted. Interesting stories were always 

being shared with us and others while sitting on the front porch in the evening, or while sitting around a warm 

fire before bedtime. In later years, when we visited our grandparents by ourselves, we took naps in the after-

noon, which began with a story of some kind about their history. Several years ago I joined Ozarks Writers 

League, and received lots of encouragement from them and others to complete my first novel.   
 

 

What kind of writing do you do? In the beginning, I wrote stories for our children and grandchildren, and  

loved to write stories and poems to my grandparents on the farm. My favorite subject is writing about events in 

my young years, and stories told to me by my relatives.  
 

 

What inspires you to write? Talking to other people, and with people who ask me questions about events in 

my life, making me want to put my stories on paper. When we lived on the farm we used to go to town on Sat-

urday, to Versailles, and sit in the car and watch the people walk around the square while the adults shopped, 

and the men who sat on this bench, chewing tobacco and watching the women walk by, and their expressions.  
     

What are you proudest of in your writing? My life, which is filled with love, and my 

first winning short story at OWL, the certificate framed and still hanging on my wall . . . I 

won $25.00, and was really hooked then. More than proud, I’m very thankful that things 

worked out for me to publish my first novel, The Legend of the Golden Huaca..   
 

 

What, or who, has been the most helpful to you in your writing? I think attending the 

seminars, buying and reading lots of books written by OWL members, using the wheel 

idea Dusty Richards taught at his seminars, encouragement from Bonnie Tesh. With 

Jeanie Horn editing my work, and Velda Brotherton being my idol and reading a lot of her 

books. Also with Ozark Writers League and Missouri Writers publishing some of my 

short stories.  
 

 

What do you usually read? What books are you reading now? I like adventure stories, travelogues, stories 

of travels and mysterious adventures, not murder, or horrible scary stuff, no crimes, killings, sex crimes, no 

drug stories . . . just good travel and adventure and educational stories. We love to travel in a camper, and I 

like to write about those adventures. I am rereading some of Velda’s books, this time to study them more, first 

time was to enjoy the stories, and now it is to study those books, like Jeanie Horn’s, all of the anthology stories  
  

 

Is there anything that you’re particularly excited about right now? Yes! writing my memoirs and I have 

270 pages written. I inherited five old, old trunks of just stuff from my ancient family, as I am the last living 

person on both sides of my family that knows some of their stories, know what some of the items in the trunks 

meant, and remember my Great Grandmother and her stories told to me when I 

was very young. She was a midwife. Her adventures are fascinating, riding side-

saddle through the woods and caves, with catamounts (Mountain Lions) and a 

rattlesnake in her bed. I found her medical book and returned it to Kellogg’s Corn 

Flakes, at their request. Dr. Kellogg wrote her medical book in the 1800’s and it 

was in one of the trunks. My great-great grandparents and other relatives came 

over from Scotland and Ireland and homesteaded on land that is now beneath the 

Lake of the Ozarks. My memoirs include stories about those events.                                                                                

                                                                                                       

                                                                      Colleen Tucker 

 


